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BOSS OF DECAVALCANTE FAM LY PLEADS GUI LTY TO MJRDER

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced that G OVANNI RIGE, al/k/a “John
Riggi,” a/k/a “Uncle John,” a/k/a “the Eagle,” the Boss of the
Decaval cante Organi zed Crine Fam |y of La Cosa Nostra, pled
guilty today in Manhattan Federal Court before Chief United
States District Court Judge M CHAEL B. MUKASEY to conspiring to
mur der Frederick Weiss. Weiss, a businessman, was gunned down
outside his hone on Staten Island on Septenber 11, 1989.

Evi dence at previous trials established that Wiss was killed
by nmenbers and associ ates of the Decaval cante Family on RIGd'’s
orders as a favor to John Gotti, then the Boss of the Ganbino
Organi zed Crime Fam |y, because Gotti believed that Wiss m ght
have been cooperating with the Governnment agai nst the Ganbi no
Fam|ly. In particular, evidence at a prior trial established

that RIGE believed that the nmurder of Fred Wiss would put the



Decaval cante Fam |y back on the map in the world of La Cosa
Nostr a.

RIGE pled guilty to murder in aid of racketeering
activity, which carries a maxi num penalty of ten years
i mprisonnment and RIGd, 78, has agreed to the maxi mum sentence of
ten years. He is currently serving a 12 year sentence in
connection with a conviction in 1992 in New Jersey for extortion,
and was schedul ed to be rel eased next summer.

Since 1999, over thirty nenbers and associ ates of the
Decaval cante Fam |y - including the entire hierarchy of the
Fam |y - have been charged with engaging in a w despread pattern
of racketeering activity, including nunerous nurders and rurder
conspiracies, |oansharking, ganbling, extortion and securities
fraud. The charges grew out of a three-year investigation by the
United States Attorney’s Ofice for the Southern District of New
York, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the New York City
Pol i ce Departnent, and the Departnent of Labor, Ofice of Labor
Racket eeri ng.

To date, over 30 Decaval cante nmenbers and associ ates
have either pled guilty or been convicted after trial. Mbst
recently, after a seven-week jury trial in Manhattan Feder al
Court in April 2003, a jury convicted STEFANO VI TABI LE, the

Consigilere of the Fam |y, and PH LI P ABRAMO and G USEPPE “Pi no”



SCHI FI LLI TI, both Caporeginmes or Captains in the Famly, of
various racketeering offenses, including nmurder, | oansharking,
securities fraud and extortion. The extortion conspiracy proved
at trial involved the Decaval cante Fam |y’s 20-year control of
much of the construction industry in the northern New Jersey
area, pursuant to which the evidence at trial showed mllions of
dollars were extorted fromconstruction-industry contractors in
vari ous “shake-downs”. As to the securities fraud, the jury
heard extensive testinony about a sophisticated “punp and dunp”
scheme involving the 1995 initial public offering of stock in
SC&T International, Inc., in which investors were bil ked out of
mllions of dollars.

The evidence at the April trial also established that
t he Decaval cante Fam |y - which is based in New Jersey but has
crews operating in New York - engaged in w de-ranging acts of
racketeering for over 100 years, including testinony from
multiple witnesses that it is the oldest Cosa Nostra Family in
t he Nati on.

Wth Riggi’s plea, all of the nenbers of the
Decaval cante Fam | y’s hi erarchy have now been convicted, with the
exception of G ROLAMO PALERMO, a/k/a “Jimry Pal erno.” PALERMO,

t he former Underboss of the Decaval cante Family and a forner



Acting Boss on the Famly’s Ruling Panel, has been charged with
mur der conspiracy, construction industry extortion and
| oansharking, and is scheduled to begin trial in Manhattan
Federal Court on Septenber 22, 2003. Another Decaval cante Fam |y
Soldier in a crew based in Florida, ANTHONY MANNARI NO, a/k/a
"Marshmal | ow,” who is facing obstruction of justice and
| oanshar ki ng charges, is scheduled to be tried with PALERMO

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation and the New York City Police Departnment in this
i nvestigation.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JOHN M HI LLEBRECHT,
M CHAEL G MCGOVERN, M RIAM E. ROCAH and DAVID P. BURNS are in
charge of the prosecution.
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